THE ULTIMATE RECYCLING PROGRAM
Isabella Plonk and Lauren Siegel

PROBLEM & PLAN

CARBON FOOTPRINT CALCULATIONS

At Ultimate Software headquarters in Weston,
FL, many of the buildings have recycling bins in
the break rooms, but there are no dumpsters
for the collection of recyclables. Thus, our goal
is to reduce the carbon footprint of Ultimate
Software through a recycling program.
Specifically, an indoor recycling bin, marked
with a blue bag, will be placed in every break
room, and recycling collection will be provided
to all buildings.

1. Took trash samples from dumpsters to determine a waste profile.
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2. Estimated waste production for all dumpsters and calculated carbon emissions using
kilograms of carbon dioxide per kilogram of material.
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3. Extrapolated for carbon emissions over the course of a year.
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4. Calculated the prevent carbon emissions from recycling.
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Cost for Blue Recycling Bags
$7.69
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Cost for Indoor Recycling Bins
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2. Waste Management:
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This is equivalent to the
carbon sequestered by

1,706,810 acres of
U.S. forest, an area is
larger than the Florida
Everglades, in one year!

CO-BENEFITS
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Cost for Recycling Services
1. Republic Services:
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• Plastic:

COST CALCULATIONS
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Recycling would prevent 1,449,082
lbs of CO2 and reduce Ultimate’s
carbon footprint from waste by 31.55%
for less than $20,000 per year!
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• Millennials consider a company’s
environmental commitments
when deciding where to work.
Having a recycling program could
help Ultimate Software attract
young minds.
• Ultimate can join many other
companies in their efforts to go
green.

CURRENT STATUS

• Presented plan to Ultimate
Software Director of Campus
Operations
• Wrote documentation for
announcing change to employees
and training maintenance crew
• Currently awaiting the purchase of
the recycling dumpsters, the
additional indoor bins, and the blue
recycling bags

